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Kat & Chelsie Married Aug '14 
Maris Ehlers Photography 


Forever. 


450 COE Г. cadi 
WEDDING BAND 
Бейнет: ә E- 
$350 OR MORE! \ 
Use promo code: 
LVD100 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


The University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


Were forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN Thursday, November 6 
TIME 5:30 - 8:00 PM 

COST FREE 

WHERE The Shops at West End, 


Showplace ICON Theatre Atrium 
1625 West End Blvd. • St. Louis Park В 
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THE SHOPS AT WEST END 


(боре 


Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres Бу 
Cooper Pub & Restaurant, Drink Specials, 


and a chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 
Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 

OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, 

Twin Cities Quorum, 

Minneapolis Movie Bears, 

Prime Timers MSP, Twin Cities Pride, 
North Country Bears, Freedom Jazz, 
MN Freedom Band 
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Millennium Hotel ione 


extraordinary event spádces'complemented 


. > \ . . 
by some of the citys most romantic views. 
3 же Ë aS. % | Ron 
—Our team of dedicated! wedding metas. 
along with theifppérsonal touches, will assure» 3 SPECTACULAR VIEWS 


321 NEWLY-RENOVATED 
GUEST ROOMS 


that your event will be nothing short of 
spectacular. Enjoy a complimentary suite 


and breakfast for two. PRIVATE CLUB LOUNGE 
NORTH 45° 
, RESTAURANT & BAR 
Create the wedding of your dreams today. lil 
ON-SITE WEDDING 
| MILLENNIUM 
1313 Nicollet Mall HOTEL u d 
M or peri erp барив MA o5 MINNEAPOLIS 
+1 612.359.2227 E ue — w More than 100 hotels 
www.millenniumhotels.com minneapolis.us@millenniumhotels.com You are the Center of Our World worldwide 
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| Black Dress 


hes. 


INVITE YOUR 


= FOR A CLASS OF LITTLE BLACK DRESS WINE — 
= — 


www.Ilbdwines.com ЕЗ © 
Accessorize Responsibly 


St. Louis Park 
" ! қ is just minutes 
= =< = ^a ана Я Е, from Downtown 

and Uptown 


| There а a арасе reaerved juat groups 
for you in St. Тоша Park. 


St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our St Louis Park 


community, our private event facilities are just as unique. h ç 
y, р | que. We have the space — а 


for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. РИУ 
We сап also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in ни My Сір 
St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces www.discoverstlouispark.com 


welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary infogdiscoverstlouispark.com 


event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. (952) 426-4047 a 
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Mississippi Market 
at your door 


www.msmarket.coop 
Delivering fresh, 
healthy food to 
the Twin Cities! 


: 
[2.333.3348 


We can help. 
ary * Work Injury + одаја 


ss s ы ; 
ly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community and all Allies. 


612-333-3343 


е Workers’ Compensation ROBICHAUD, 
(There is no charge for attorneys’ fees if there is no recovery) ANDERSON & 


e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury ALCANTARA РА. 


(There is no charge for attorneys' fees if there is no recovery) 


e Immigration/ Fiancé Visas 


- Same-sex couples can now receive immigration benefits with 
the repeal of DOMA 


e Family Law www.robichaudlaw.com 


Mention this ad for a free consultation. 


The Zoo's Tropics 
Trail provides the 
perfect backdrop for 
ш an exotic evening of 
appetizers, music, 
and tastings of more 
than 100 wines. 


November 8, 2014 
5:30-8:30 p.m. 

$50 in advance | $55 at the door | $35 designated driver 
Adults only | 21 years and older 


Reservations at mnzoo.org/wine 


For more information, call 952.431.9200 
Proceeds support conservation programs at the Zoo. 
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the Perfect Wedding or Event 
іп a Historically Hip Location, 


Experience the beautiful and dynamic event 
space at The Hotel Minneapolis, serving as one of 
Minneapolis's premier social event locations. 

Our expert staff will customize your dream 
wedding reception or social event. From our first 
conversation to the last departing guest, we 
assure you we will execute everything to ensure 
this day is one you'll fondly remember for the 

rest of your life. 


CALL 612.340.2000 OR VISIT: 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com/ 
meetings-and-events/social-events-and-weddings 


We can help. 


Introducing Minor 
Illness Care at 
Family Tree Clinic 
651-645-0478 


FamilyTreeClinic.org 


AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION” 
HOTELS 
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Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


a film by ROBERT WIENE 


Back by popular demand The Hands of Orlac! 
Don ті кеі provides the improvised score “Some find this endearing, but I find it annoying.” 

on the organ: FREE ADMISSION. Popcorn & "Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 

Bottled Water available, and new this year, a "The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to." 
FOOD TRUCK! COSTU M ES “All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


WELCOMED! 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 

; . . . | \ ~ of BigGayNews on 
avenue united methodist Kudos to Linda Raines \ iTunes' Podcasts. 
511 groveland avenue for compiling the top 5 j - 


minneapolis, mn 55403 phone 612-871-5303 daily stories Subscribe on iTunes! 
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N'S GROOMING CENTER 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


* Precision Haircuts е Signature Shaves 
* Color Treatments * Gift Cards Available 
' ғ " 
The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center v % ry vb 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. doy pee 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 У "ә! е 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 
à Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 
ғ facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter P f 
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Chet Ritchie and Ben Meents, "To Have & To Hold." 
Read their wedding story by 13-year-old Emma Meents 
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D Б $25 OFF 
9 session Hair Removal pack. Ends 1/31/2015 Wha t's Your Plan ? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 


Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" designation 
2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 

www financialstrategies.metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


2 
MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive e 2 
years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY т 
10036. Securities products and investment advisory services offered ph 
by MetLife Securities, Inc. (М5) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 2 
investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. 


10314364644[exp0315]IMN] MetLife 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


(612) 353-6013 
U У Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 4649 Bloomington Avenue 


American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
AMERICAN FAMILY 2 Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis MN 
| INSURANCE | American Family Insurance Company d 


š "m пау р d American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartel l@a mfam.com 
bodybriteusa.com your protection under one roo! Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 612.333.5554 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 


CARLEX 


carlexcollection.com 


JP fuas 


9th & NICOLLET | MINNEAPOLIS MN | 612.338.5950 | JBHUDSON.COM 
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Ё vacations 


fly LARSMONT 


COTTAGES ON LAKE SUPERIOR 
Two Harbors, MN | On Lake Superior 


Introduce a new setting to your 
life story. Your luxury cottage is 
tucked away on 40 acres of 
private woods with 1,300 feet 
of Lake Superior shoreline, 
including relaxing amenities 
and intimate gourmet dining. 
Your muse won't be disappointed. 


888-226-7549 


larsmontcottages.com 
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RESORTS 


Bankruptcy Law з: 
community for over 23 years 


Stop: 
- wage garnishment - banklevies - foreclosure - creditor phone calls 


BECKY A. MOSHIE Call for a FREE consultation with an 


experienced bankruptcy attorne 
ATTORNEY AT LAW P P'cy y 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 1991 651-645-1 ) 11 


2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420, St. Paul, MN 5 
55114 (near Hwy. 94 & Hwy. 280) www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


Serving Our Community 


Insurance and Financial Services 
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Е Financial Professional 
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The Prudential Insurance Company of America 
7 600 Highway 169 South, Suite 1000 
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• 
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Hertz, the world's leading car rental company, has extraordinary opportunities at 
our Minneapolis/St. Paul area locations for energetic and sales-driven people 


who thrive in the fast-paced atmosphere of a customer service and sales industry. 


Counter Sales Reps (CSRs) 


& Gold Choice CSRs 


Monthly Bonus Potential! 


Provide world-class sales and customer service by processing orders and selling 
optional services that meet the customer's needs. Ideal candidates must have 
customer service or sales experience along with proven sales skills and an atten- 
tion to detail. Flexibility to work days, nights, weekends and holidays required. 


Competitive hourly rates and excellent benefits offered. 


Submit your resume online at: www.hertz.jobs. 
Search by the Job H81748 for the CSR or 
H79436 for the Gold Choice CSR. 
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| Thinking 


( FROM THE EDITOR | 


by Andy Lien 


To Have & lo Hold 


I wait until the last minute to look at the whole Wedding Issue to 
determine its theme. We've had “Rewriting History,” “Celebrating Us,” 
and “At Last” recently, this one is “To Have & To Hold.” When the tradi- 
tional wedding vows were written to include how two people would have 
and hold each other until death do them part, it’s becoming more and 
more clear how important this dual-purpose statement is to the same- 
sex couples getting married today. Not only do the couples get to have 
each other, the legal marital status, the weddings, the recognition; but 
the couples also get to hang on to each other forever, through changes in 
immigration and death and inheritance. We have and we hold. 

Nowhere is this more obvious than when talking about family and 
children. When I contacted Ben Meents about featuring his family in this 
wedding issue, I asked if he’d care to write the piece. He responded that 
he would, but wondered what angle would be appropriate. Good ques- 
tion; there is no bad answer. Since starting these comprehensive wed- 
ding issues three years ago, we've been political, we've been religious, 
we've been fashion-focused, we've been detail-oriented. The angles have 
been as diverse as the couples represented in our pages. Every couple is 
different. Each wedding is unique. 

So, I told him that we need a bit more emotion. Connection. This 
magazine comes from a state that has had marriage equality for over 
a year now, but this magazine is accessible from anywhere around the 


globe. As such, we still observe Lavender's role in the greater discussion 
about marriage equality and we provide more evidence of how same-sex 
marriage builds a better society: union by union, family by family. I told 
Ben that the family he's built with Chet would be a wonderful example 
for the world. 

No pressure. 

What happened next could not have surprised or delighted me more. 

Ben's 13-year-old daughter, Emma, wrote their wedding story. And I 
dare you to keep a dry eye as you read it. She talks about the wedding 
itself, the family and friends who attended it, the family that Ben and 
Chet have with her, Sophia, and Dominic. She tells us what it is like to 
have what they do...and how they will hold it forever. 

Think of the world ahead for Emma, Sophia, and Dominic. Their fu- 
ture as siblings in this family may never involve any such changes as 
those we've seen in the past years. Dominic may never know of a time 
when this family, being comprised of two dads and three kids from dif- 
ferent unions, might not have been legally recognized. By telling their 
own story, they can help kids in other states achieve what Minnesota 
has, sooner than later. 

We hope. 

To have, to hold...with hope and thanks, 

Andy 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 


* Second/Step Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 
* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


сан] c oune K S 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 
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Assisting 
People 
with 
Disabilities 
to... 


Lead independent lives 
by providing PCA 
Choice service and 
employment opportunities. 


Contact us today to find out 
all we have to offer. 


, Metropolitan Center 
2. for Independent esr | 
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| Thinking 


| A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


by ЕВ. Boatnec 


June In October - 


Listen lo The 


When I typed into Google, “How many states have...”, the first choice 
was; “...have gay marriage.” It showed thirty states and the District of 
Columbia now allowing same-sex marriage as of press time, and barri- 
ers are being breached at a breath-taking rate. 

In 1967, Loving v. Virginia finally broke the racial barrier, permitting 
adults of whatever origin or color to marry legally in the United States. 
Alabama, in 2000, was the last state to remove such laws from its books, 
and bans same-sex marriage today. 

But it’s been legal here in Minnesota since 2013, when the first li- 
censes were issued on August first. While I found that thrilling, and am 
delighted for all the young couples that can now enjoy this right and 
privilege, I’m moved equally by the number of couples, together for 
years, that are finally able to wed. 

I attended the wedding of two friends and their kids last fall, one of 
whom wrote recently words to the effect of, “Our first anniversary-feels 
more like twenty-five years!” And it was, indeed. Their love, intention, 
and commitment had made a marriage of a quarter century. Another 


DR. KAREN A. HEUER 


Over 22,000 successful 
procedures performed! 


Treating nearsightedness, 
farsightedness & astigmatism 
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ONE 


Joffe MediCenter: 


Joffe Lifetime of Care Policy to stand 
behind every patient's treatment 


Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals 


866-685-6994 OR 


Wedding Bells 


couple was married last February 14, the anniversary of their actual join- 
ing together. Thirty-three years together and counting. 

Of course, neither of them have yet equaled the track record of 
90-year-old Alice “Nonie” Dubes and 91-year-old Vivian Doyack who, af- 
ter 72 years together were married in Davenport, Iowa, this September. 
As the local newspaper reported, “Vivian wore pink, Nonie wore taupe, 
and the two held hands in their wheelchairs during the ceremony." 

Then there's Paul Huff, 73, and Tom Woijtowick, 66, of Lewiston, Mon- 
tana, who married recently after a committed 30-year relationship. Once 
married, Catholic officials announced they would have to sign a statement 
supporting the concept of marriage as a union of a man and a woman and 
pledge to get a divorce and cease living together, or leave the church. 

While Huff and Wojtowick are an example of long-standing love and 
commitment, they also reflect the kind of thinking—still prevalent—em- 
bodied in the case of Alabama and its outdated miscegenation laws. 

So while we wish great happiness to all those entering marriage today, 
let's not forget that there is still a long road ahead for equality for all. ш 


Joffe Custom LASIK 
OF THE MOST 


EXPERIENCED 


LASIK DOCTORS 
« IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Custom LASIK up to 40% 
below the national average 


FE 
CUSTOM LASIK 


IT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


Love knows по borders. 


Immigration is still complicated. We have years of 
experience working with same-sex bi-national couples to 
help obtain immigration status and keep you together. 
Angela Bortel 


Owner and Managing 
Ногпе! 


Where does your pet sleep 
while you are away? 


Angela Bortel was selected as а 2013 “Rising Star" 


Haig ei) Selsey among Immigration Lawyers by Super Lawyers. 


Or with a loving host family? 


THE BORTEL FIRM, LLC 


Pets Are Inn provides a unique 825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls • info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com • 612.388.3366 
pet lodging alternative for those 


who may feel uncomfortable 


leaving their furry family — 
member at a kennel or with eridian 
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by Laura Danielson 


SAME-SEX COUPLES FINALLY 
GAIN IMMIGRATION BENEFITS 
AFTER REPEAL OF DOMA 


In my more than 25 years of practicing immigration law, I have seen 
many loving bi-national couples (опе a U.S. citizen and the other a citizen 
anywhere else) who have sought out legal counsel to remain together 
in the United States. For opposite-sex couples, the solution has usually 
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been pretty simple. Our immigration system favors marital relationships 
with a U.S. citizen. Yes, there can be tricky timing and travel consid- 
erations, but for the most part the process simply requires filing joint 
paperwork and waiting for the arduous bureaucracy to churn through 
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Until the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act (РОМА), 
same-sex bi-national couples were excluded from immigrating, 
even if they were legally married abroad or in a state that 

recognized same-sex marriage. 


its various steps, ending with an in-person interview. 

Until the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), same-sex 
bi-national couples were excluded from immigrating, even if they were 
legally married abroad or in a state that recognized same-sex marriage. 
Ive met with many couples who wanted to live together in the United 
States, but couldn’t because DOMA prohibited it. Often, couples cobbled 
together solutions, such as extending scholastic programs far longer than 
normal or applying for annually renewable artist or work visas (for those 
talented enough to qualify and with employers willing to sponsor them). 

Where there were no immigration options either to live abroad to- 
gether or to get visa extensions in the United States, couples made the 
difficult decision for the foreign spouse to live in the underground hell 
of an undocumented person, unable to get work permission or even driv- 
er’s licenses. Many were caught and deported, tragically bringing their 
relationship to an end or requiring expensive travel, and the contortions 
of a long-distance romance. 

Angela and Yonara Nucci are a same-sex couple living in Chaska, 
Minnesota, who fell in love many years ago when Yonara, a foreign stu- 
dent, joined Angela’s rock band in Florida. In order for Yonara, who is 
from Brazil, to remain in the United States and live with Angela, she had 
to maintain full-time student status under her student visa, which gave 
her very limited, temporary work options. 

Yonara maintained student status for more than seven years, moving 
from one academic program to the next in order to legally remain with 
Angela. Ultimately they moved to Minnesota, so that Angela could pur- 
sue her career in criminal justice, and Yonara could attend an inexpensive 
graduate school program. Yonara’s continuous schooling, without being 
eligible for lawful gainful employment, placed an enormous financial bur- 
den on this young couple. Although they were married in Massachusetts 
before DOMA fell, they still could not file for immigration benefits. 

Finally, on June 25, 2013, after a lot of hard work from advocates, in- 
cluding those from The DOMA Project who pointed out the many cases of 
unjust deportations of U.S. citizens’ spouses, DOMA was repealed. Same- 
sex couples could finally avail themselves of all the rights available to het- 
erosexual couples, including the right to apply for immigration benefits. 

According to the U.S. Immigration website (www.us-immigration. 
com), NBC News says that nationally there are approximately 28,000 
same-sex couples where one partner has U.S. citizenship and the other 
does not, who are now able to obtain immigration benefits. The Ameri- 
can citizens in these couples are now able to petition for permanent resi- 
dence for their partners. 

With the demise of DOMA, Angela and Yonara were delighted to be 
able to seek legal counsel and go about the immigration process just like 
any other bi-national married couple in the United States. The procedure 
involves the U.S. citizen spouse filing an application establishing that the 
marriage is real, and the foreign spouse filing an application proving that 
she is qualified to become a U.S. lawful permanent resident (meaning 
that she has a clean criminal and immigration record). The couple also 
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has to show that they are self-supporting, and that the foreign spouse 
(Yonara) is unlikely to ever become a public charge. 

Within four months of my initial meeting with the Nuccis, оп а freez- 
ing cold December morning in 2013, they were interviewed and ap- 
proved by the local immigration office. The couple was asked routine, 
standard questions about when and where they met and about their fami- 
lies. Yonara and Angela are lucky to have supportive families, and were 
able to show photos and explain a history together that dates back many 
years. In short order, it was clear to me that they would be approved. 

It was an exciting day for us all, and the immigration officer even 
admitted that it was the first case of its kind for her as well. Aside from 
making history, the approval was a huge relief to Angela and Yonara. As 
the new holder of a green card, Yonara could now get a full-time job, quit 
being a perennial student, and travel abroad to visit family without wor- 
rying about being unable to return to the United States. (Because stu- 
dent visas require only "temporary intent" to reside in the United States, 
many students avoid travel, and end up spending years away from their 
families.) In addition to everything else, Yonara finally could share the 
financial burdens of their household with Angela. 

Immigration benefits are now available for all same-sex married cou- 
ples across the country, even in states where same-sex marriage is not 
recognized. After a quarter of a century representing couples at their 
marriage interviews, I was thrilled to participate in such a historic mo- 
ment. As momentous as it was, the process itself was gloriously routine! 

I told Yonara and Angela afterwards that with their long-term com- 
mitted relationship and spotless immigration record, they were poster 
children for what was undoubtedly an important and educational ex- 
perience for our local immigration office (not to mention me). I drove 
away from their interview feeling grateful that I have practiced law long 
enough to see this moment, this “new normal” that our younger lawyers 
and immigration officers will take for granted in the future. 

Nolonger will I have to work legal contortions to ensure that two peo- 
ple who have committed to a life together can remain living side by side. 
As I drove I remembered a time decades ago when I was with a group 
of immigration lawyers sitting around with some immigration officers 
in the very same building where Yonara and Angela were interviewed. 
Someone joked about the preposterous idea of having to interview same- 
sex couples one day. One officer said, "That's going to happen when hell 
freezes over!" Well, I thought, it only seemed fitting that the temperature 
had dipped below zero on that cold December morning, because hell 
had indeed frozen over. B 


Laura Danielson is the chair of the Immigration Group at Fredrikson & Byron 
in Minneapolis. Laura works with individuals, companies, investors, and other 
professionals in non-immigrant and immigrant visa matters with special con- 
centration on arts, business, and investor-based immigration. She also has 
expertise in 1-9 audits, employer sanctions, family immigration, asylum and 
naturalization matters. She can be reached at ldanielson(dfredlaw.com. 
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| REFLECTIONS | 


by Nell 


G elh AUS 
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- YOU ABOUT YOU 


WEDDI 


Photo by Samantha Fronek Photography 


In the weeks and days leading up to our wedding, well-meaning fam- 
ily and friends took every opportunity to dole out advice on everything 
we should expect on the Big Day. 

"Save extra money for random day-of expenses!" 

"Everything that can go wrong, will, and you'll love it anyway!” 

"Delegate someone to speak to the caterer/bartenders/D] so they aren't 
bugging you during the reception!" 

"It goes by in a blur! Make sure you live in the moment!" 
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We took their words to heart and heeded their counsel as best we 
could. Everything they said was true, and yes, even though things were 
forgotten or didn’t go as planned, my bride and I mutually agreed the day 
was still truly the best of our lives thus far. There were, however, certain 
things that ло one told us. And though our wedding was perfect for us as 
it was, perhaps sharing these tidbits ahead of time will make someone 
else’s wedding perfect for them. So here you have them: 
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| REFLECTIONS | 


1. Your wedding party will seize any and every opportunity to 
drown your nerves in alcohol. 

Beginning the moment you wake. Though I attempted to pace myself 
throughout the day, the hour prior to the wedding all bets were off. One 
by one, the “Nellsmen” stole me away to the bar across the street from 
our venue and bought a round. Then the bartender recognized the oc- 
casion and bought me a shot. Back at the venue, someone pulled out a 
hidden beer. Suffice it to say, I was definitely buzzed on life and love and 
lemon drops. 


2. You won't have to lift a finger. 

Control freak? Better get over it. Being the type of person that usu- 
ally survives social functions by busying myself with prep, I was left to 
watch helplessly as the venue was decorated around me. Every attempt 
to assist was met with an *Oh let me get that!" or a "You just relax!" and 
a “Why don't you sit down for awhile?" Which left me with nothing to do 
but sit anxiously and hope the booze did its job. 


3. Your parents kick it into high gear. 

I watched my usually quiet and reserved mother work the greeting 
line like a seasoned pro as guests arrived, and my eyes widened in amaze- 
ment. АП sets of parents cheerfully met and welcomed every guest in our 
postceremony receiving line, and it hit me then that all the people we 
held most dear to us were meeting each other for the first time. It wasn't 
lost on me how lucky we were (and are) to have the support we do, and 
to be able to say with pride, "These are my parents." 


4. People will constantly be staring at you. 

I became keenly aware of the number of eyes on me the moment I 
ushered our folks down the aisle. And then ever more aware of an un- 
seen spotlight pointed directly at me as the wedding party began their 
march, and I stood waiting, more nervous than I've ever been in my life. 
Eyes, eyes, everywhere. Some beaming, some crying, all fixed right on 
me. I silently thanked my wedding party for those shots and attempted 
to stop fidgeting. No fading into the background or hiding in the corner 
on your wedding day, my fellow introverts. 


5. The ceremony is the best part. 

Seriously. It's surreal, almost. Perhaps because that moment, the 
one that I'd dreamed of for so long seemed so very out of reach and 
unattainable for the longest time, and with marriage just recently being 
legalized in our beloved state; the actual moment of saying our vows was 
otherworldly. Your bride will outdo herself, looking more stunning than 
you knew was humanly possible. And you will make promises and feel 
an outpouring of love from all those you love the most. The ceremony 
is a treasure. 


6. At some point, someone will hand you a microphone. 


The Day After, my bride said to me, “How could you not know you 
would have to say something?" Apparently, I'm the only one in the world 
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that didn't realize I would have to address a captive audience toward 
the end of dinner. I barely made it out of my speech alive. Words flow- 
ing smoothly from my fingertips into a Word document does not make 
for words flowing smoothly from my mouth. Mortifyingly, mid-speech, I 
pointed out the elephant in the room, thanking our parents for stepping 
up and supporting their gay children, and then could not seem to stop 
talking. My mind blanks when I try to recall what I actually said, but at 
some point the microphone was mercifully removed from my hand. 


7. You won't see your spouse all night. 

Well, you might see her, but she'll be on the other side of the room. 
And as you make your way over to her, you'll be stopped and hugged for 
the thousandth time, and by the time you reach her, she'll be back where 
you started. And repeat. 


8. There will be sex, and you won't be having it. 

Of course you won't—you're exhausted! Instead, a couple guests 
sneak off to, ahem, do “some reading" in the third floor restricted section 
of your National Historic Landmark library venue, and get caught by the 
ancient security guard with a flashlight. You become aware of this when 
said security guard threatens to kick them out and call off the reception. 
Thankfully he has a change of heart, and your guests, red-faced, can 
return to the dance floor. 


9. You'll talk to everyone, but feel like you didn't talk to anyone. 

АП your favorite people in one place! It's impossible to have all the 
conversations you want, especially with those friends and family that 
have traveled far to attend, or the professors and mentors you rarely see. 
You make a mental note to plan visits. 


10. You will be starving. 

After four straight months on a diet, who wouldn't be starving? And 
that's only part of the problem. The food you spent all your money on? 
Hope you don't expect to actually eat any of it. Because between every 
bite, there's a speech, or guests singing songs with the word “LOVE,” 
and how can you eat anything with everyone staring at you? Arriving back 
to our hotel room after a glorious evening, there was only one thing on 
our minds as a newlywed couple alone in our bridal suite. Pizza. Com- 
mence a fight over who would go to the lobby to pick it up; apparently it 
wasn't being delivered to our room. "You're going to make me put back 
on that dress?!" screeched my newly beloved. Га fallen asleep by the 
time she returned but woke up as she angrily turned off the lights and 
crawled into bed, still arguing. I noisily chomped away in a corner in the 
dark, barely able to keep my eyes open, muttering, "THIS is a great way 
to start a marriage!" 

In truth, the day was a great way to start a marriage. After months 
of planning (years for my bride, I’m sure) there wasn't a single thing Га 
change, save for perhaps pre-planning for that post-wedding famine. The 
only bit of advice ГЇЇ share, my betrothed friends, if you forget all else: 
Don't make her put back on the dress. B 
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A WEDDING STORY: 


BEN MEENTS & 
CHET RITCHIE 


It is a beautiful evening in June, and I am standing in the back of a crowded room at 
Тһе Bachelor Farmer next to my dad, Ben. I am holding his hand really tight. It feels 
kind of sweaty. My little sister Sophia is next to us, too. She is holding his other hand. 

This moment feels like the right place to start my story, with sweaty hands and all. 
You see, we are at a wedding. But it is not your typical wedding. This is our wedding. 

Sophia and I are about to walk my dad down the aisle to meet Chet and his son Dominic, 
and I want to start my story here because we are about to become a family. ..officially. 


Before we get to the sappy part, I should stop 
here to tell you some important details first. Like 
what I am wearing. This is a wedding, after all. I 
am wearing a white dress. It's very simple but el- 
egant, with just a little bit of detailed silver beading 
on it. My shoes are sparkly silver with a little heel. 
My dad approves of my outfit. He says it is very 
“age appropriate." I am almost 13, so this com- 
ment normally annoys me, but tonight I don't care 
because I actually feel so pretty and everyone has 
been saying such nice things to me. My sister is 
nine and she is wearing the cutest light, flowing, 
soft-pink dress. Dominic is five and looking like a 
doll in a seersucker suit. Everyone is calling them 
“beautiful,” “handsome,” and “smart-looking,” and 
tonight I agree. 

Oh, and my dad and Chet are wearing tuxes— 
midnight blue with black lapels. They look very 
handsome, of course. There are white and gold 
paper lanterns all over. Candles fill the room 
with light. There are white and gold painted tree 
branches that seem to be floating in the air. The 
flowers filling the room are all white and lush. 
Our friend Larry arranged them all and my sister 
and I even got to help him pick some of them 
out. He made my sister and I each our own little 
bouquet. Everything in my view right now looks 
and feels magical. 

So, to be honest these are the things I am 
thinking about standing here in the back of the 
room when I look up at my dad as we are waiting. 
I guess that’s what I am supposed to think about 
at a wedding, right? How beautiful everyone looks 
and how special it feels to be here right now. 

For a long time before we got to this moment 
I have heard people talk about “gay weddings.” 
But if you ask me, this looks and feels just like any 
wedding where people come to celebrate love and 


the commitment of two people. Everyone in this 
room looks filled with happiness and love. They 
came here to celebrate my new family and my dad 
and Chet’s love for each other. I don’t know if I ex- 
pected it to feel any different as a “gay wedding,” 
but at this moment it just feels like the best wed- 
ding in the world. 

My friend Tess’ dad is talking in the front of 
the room now, doing a reading. It is hard to focus. 
Iam a mix of nervous and excited. I hear him say 
something about when you find your soul mate 
you can be loved and accepted for who you truly 
are. I understand what this means. I feel really 
proud of my dad and Chet and everything they 
have been through. 

Great, I feel like I am starting to cry already 
and I have to get my dad to the front of the room. 
The music starts and everyone in the room turn 
their heads all at once. It looks like a wave. 

We are walking now and music fills the room. I 
see a lot of smiles and some tears. Oh my gosh, is 
this actually happening? My heart feels warm as I 
walk by everyone in my dad’s family. My grandma 
and grandpa smile at me. I see my Aunt Gretchen 
and Uncle Joey and give them a little wave. I walk 
by friends that have been a part of our lives since 
my dad and Chet met. Some of dad and Chet’s 
friends have kids here tonight that have become 
some of our best friends. It feels like the room is 
filled with one big family. 

As I look at all the faces in the room, I start 
thinking about Chet’s parents and others who 
have chosen to not come to our wedding. I know 
there are a lot of people in the world still who 
think it is wrong to be gay. We are here to cel- 
ebrate love and family, and I feel bad for those 
who don’t get to experience this moment with us. 
I wish they would want to see Chet and my dad 
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make a commitment to each other. I feel sad because they are missing 
this important moment in their son's life. I wish they could find it in 
their hearts to meet me and my sister. They are still my new family 
even if I never get to meet them. They are a part of Chet so I still will 
love them either way, because I love Chet. 

I am at the front of the room now with my dad and sister. Chet and 
Dominic walk up the aisle on the other side to meet us here. We are all 
finally standing in front of everyone. There are so many people in the 
world who have waited so long for a moment like this. I almost can't 
believe this is happening. 

Stacy is officiating. She is one of Chet's best friends. Dom calls her 
"Auntie Stacy." She looks so pretty. She is standing between my dad and 
Chet talking about love. 

Maybe this is a strange feeling to have at a wedding, but suddenly I 
think to myself, wow they are brave to stand up here. They seem excited, 
emotional and nervous. I am, too. I don't want to look at my Auntie Lori 
and Uncle Mike because I am starting to cry now. Stacy is saying some- 
thing but I am thinking about how long it took for my dad and Chet to 
find each other and all of the things each of them have been through in 
their lives to get here. 

I think everyone at this moment must be able to feel how very im- 
portant they are to each other. Chet says his vows. He promises to be 
my dad's "navigator, best friend, and husband. To honor, to love, and to 
cherish" him through all of life's adventures. 

My mind wanders. I think about how lucky I am that Chet came into 
my dad's life. Most couples go on dates to fancy dinners when they start 
dating. Not my dad and Chet. They took us to the Water Park of America. 
Ithink we will have a lot of adventures like that ahead of us. That is the 
day Sophia and I met Dom for the first time. It's funny how much life 
changes in those moments. 

Now my dad looks at Chet. “Т promise to believe in you, to honor 
our commitment to each other, and make our family my priority always." 
Wow. How many kids get to experience a feeling like this? I am crying. A 
little embarrassed, I cry anyway because I am so happy. 

Maybe there isn't a dry eye in the room. I have known for a long time 
that my dad and Chet loved each other, but it suddenly feels different. 


»-вС” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 


6 


747 E. Lake Street 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
(952) 404-2020 
www.artofoptiks.com 


-Impersonality Kills - 


Trunk w Saturday, November 15 


to come to The Shops at 
lan that special day! 


a host of other reas 
West End as yo 


tend 
THE SHOPS AT WEST END |39Ч & 100 
www.theshopsatwestend.com 


Don't Forget! Lavender’s First Thursday 
Thursday, November 6, 2014 « 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Atr 


32 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 12, 2014 


Model NARA ВІНО Ьу Etnia Barcelono. All Rights Reserved. 


WEDDING STORY 


We are standing in front of our closest friends and family, and my 
dad and Chet are looking into each other’s eyes making this com- 
mitment. But it is not only to each other, it is to me and Sophia and 
Dominic, too. Their vows confirm their commitment to our family. 

I wish the whole world could see how beautiful it is for these two 
people who are committed to each other to be recognized legally. 
Some people may still disagree, but I am grateful because my dads’ 
marriage gives our family a kind of security that they will always be 
there for each other, and for us, no matter what. Whatever anyone 
else choses to accept or believe, I know in my heart we have as 
much love as any other family, and that now no one can take that 
away from us. 

My dad always tells me we are each born unique and that we are 
happiest in life when we can celebrate however it is that we were 
made. This moment is a celebration of who my two dads are. It is a 
celebration of love. It is a celebration of our family. And at this mo- 
ment the world feels like a better place because of it. 


RESOURCES: 

Photography by Jay Kelly Images www.jaykellyimages.com 

Cake by Angel Food Bakery www.angelfoodmn.com 

Chet’s Ring: JB Hudson custom diamond band www.jbhudson.com, 
Ben’s Ring: David Yurman www.davidyurman.com 

Grooms’ Tuxes by Black Tie www.blacktie.com 

Emma’s Dress by Zara www.zara.com 

Sophia’s Dress and Dominic’s Suit by JCrew, Crew Cuts www.jcrew.com 
Girls’ Hair and Makeup by Blush Salon + Spa www.blushasalon.com 
Invitations by Minted www.minted.com 

Flowers by Larry Pfarr 

Reception at The Bachelor Farmer 

Custom “Dunny Grooms” created by Ben Meents 
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Sp HN 


Preferred ©2014 Starwood Hotels & Resorts W 
Guest and their logos are the trademarks 


1. Preferred Guest, SPG, Le Méridien 
de, Inc, or its affiliates. 


le, Inc. All Rights R 
Reso 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 33 


reeman Photg 


99999202920: 


x5 


, à 

4 

ЖА 

34 LAVENDER | OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 


OUR BIG 
GAY JEWISH 
WEDDING: 


SHANA 
SPDECI 
GE ESO EIN 


Тһе night I met Beck, I was spinning records 
at a house party in Northeast. Beck and her 
friend decided to stop by on their way to another 
party. I instantly noticed Beck walk in. Beck is 
totally my type: the androgynous/edgy/ but-not- 
too-edgy-with-tattoos type. After I put on the next 
song, I walked over and introduced myself. Beck 
asked me if I was the DJ, and I replied "Yeah, I 
also DJ ‘lesbian’ parties." (This was my way of 
dropping an obvious clue that I am into girls.) 
Beck replied, “That's cool. I am also a DJ,” but I 
found out later that she was really thinking about 
how hot I am! I know it's cheesy, but it really felt 
like love at first sight. The universe had lined us 
up that night for a reason. From that night on, 
Beck and I have been together. Beck proposed to 
me about a year-and-a-half later, and our big gay 
Jewish wedding was on June 1, 2014. 

I am a professional event planner; so plan- 
ning my own wedding was like my dream come 
true. I love my career and the opportunity to be 
creative on a daily basis. I got into event plan- 
ning after finishing my master's degree in social 
work. I thought I was going to be a case manager, 
but found an amazing job planning fundraising 
events instead. 

I started planning a year out. I first secured 
the venue, the caterer, the photographer, and 
asked my business partner, Tawnya * Sweetpea" 
Konobeck to help me plan. The next step was 
asking our friends and family to be part of the 
wedding and assigning them tasks. Designing 
the look of the wedding was simple. I decided to 
rent colorful linens to give the reception a beau- 
tiful coral “рор” with charcoal and mint accents. 
I handmade the centerpieces from thrift store 
vinyl and spray painted Bundt pans. Throw in 
some succulents, paper lanterns, and some 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 
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Ја 
friendship 


sel fe mune. 


glitter—and voila! Perfection. 
Beck and I both agree that the most 
memorable part of the event was dancing 
the hora. In the Jewish tradition, every- 
one at the party danced in a circle and the 
couple gets lifted in chairs. Beck and I were 
hoisted up into the air and circled by a com- 
munity that supported us. The feeling of | 
actually being lifted by the people that love 
us the most made our commitment to each \ 
other elevate to a new level. 
The best advice I would give any couple | 
is to plan ahead. I was able to save hun- 
dreds of dollars by ordering my invitations 
and decorations on Black Friday, and at 
thrift stores. Another piece of advice is to 
not be afraid to negotiate with vendors for 
what you want. Most vendors are willing to 
drop the price a little, just by asking. Finally, h 
HIRE AN EVENT PLANNERI It's the best 
money you can spend, to not have to worry 
the day of your wedding. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 
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SpringHouse 
Ministry Center 


DEPOT 


610 W. 28th St. Minneapolis, MN. 55408 612-353-6292 
www.springhousemc.org 


| 
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Sending 
mixed 
signals. 


Now available on 
Apple & Android 
(oh, and on the radio too). 


RADIOK 


770. 1007104.5 em 


ж ж + Real College Radio x œ X 
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You Better ` 
Watch Out! 


r seuss 
ОУ ТНЕ 


STOLE 
CHRISTMAS 


November 11 through January 4 


4” 
С Lavender Night is November 20! 


Visit childrenstheatre.org and use 
the code LAVENDER 
to receive 15% off tickets. 


LAVENDER's 
а 
ishts 4 


at the Theater 


children’s 


theatre 
, company 


childrenstheatre.org 612.874.0400 


Subject to availability. Discounted tickets are a final sale. Not valid on past purchases. 
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| DATING & RELATIONSHIPS | 


RESOURCES: 

Wedding Coordinator: Sweet Soiree Events & Entertainment 
Florist: Spruce Flower and Home 

Rings: EC Design Studios 

Music: DJ Missy CaShman and Belle Amour Vintage Jazz 
Jewelry: Deana Marie Bridal 

Invitations/Stationary: Paperless Post 

Linens/Tableware: Midway Party Rental 

Venue: Temple Israel & Day Block Event Center 

Officiants: Rabbi Jason Rodich and Rabbi Jennifer Gertman 
Food/Dessert: Brasa 

Makeup/Stylist: Monique Rondeau-Makeup | Zoe Copolus-Hair 
Favors: CDs by BrossieBelle Etsy Shop 

Photographer: Emma Freeman Photography 

Photobooth: The Traveling Photobooth 

Ketubah: Jennifer Raichman 

Suits and Suit Accessories: Express, Tie Bar 

Dresses and Dress Accessories: Adrianna Papell-Bridal Collection 
Shoes: Betsey Johnson-Something Blue Collection 
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wickedly 
delicious 


TICKETS 


START AT JUST 


mnopera.org 
612-333-6669 


ORDWAY © 


Aging isn't easy. Q 


QUORUM 


Caregiving doesn't need 2012 Business of the Year 
to be hard. 201282013 атто 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, ee 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 

situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 

life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 

And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 

caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 

Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 
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KOUT 


XATT 


SKYCORNER ENTERTAINMENT 
PRESENTS 


Playboy. Virgin. And fruit 


When John discovers his sister's fiancé is Jack, his childhood crush, passions ignite and his life spirals out of control.. losing his job, his playboy 
reputation and his underwear – all while rushing to the altar to finally confess his love! Set in Vancouver's East-meets-West glamorous restaurant 
industry.. the challenge for both John and Jack 5 to find a way to blend money, sex, lave and family into one sumptuous recipe for life. 


Doors open: 6:45pm e Movie: 7:30pm 


3951 Central Ave. NE e Columbia Heights 


(Atthe border of Northeast Minneapolis and Columbia Heights) 


Ticket sales benefit: 


б Minneapolis 


$10 Advance e $15 atthe door (tasedonavaitabiityy | ( моме Bears 
Purchase tickets at www.minneapolismoviebears.com : 


Sponsored by: 


Коуа Moltaji 
MetLife 
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QUORUM Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


Empowering GLBTA businesses to 
connect, build and strengthen community. 


QUORUM SECTION 


ADVERTORIAL 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Attorneys eager to assist you with your 
litigation, family, real estate, and 
criminal concerns. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul * (651) 330. 


HELTZER TAL 
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Photos by DM Photography. Quorum would like to thank everyone who attended the 2014 National Coming Out Day Luncheon, and special thanks to: 
Presenting sponsor: US Bank • Emcee: Matt Brickman ° Speakers: Mayor Betsy Hodges, Carley Knox, Erica Fields, Qamar Saadiq Saoud, Scott Cooper. 


This edition of the Quorum 
section is sponsored by: 


THOMAS DOWNING 
Edina Realty 


612.244.1104 
thomas.downing@me.com 


О 


LAVENDER MAGAZINE 
612-436-4660 
www.lavendermagazine.com 


О 


MICHAEL MCGEE 
Coldwell Banker Burnet 
612-669-1922 
mmcgee@cbburnet.com 


о 


PAMELA PETERSEN 
American Family Insurance 
651-439-8442 
ppeters1 @amfam.com 


О 


LEE ROEHL 
ROR Tax 
(612) 822-7177 
www.rortax.com 


е 


АМҮ RUZICK & 
KAY T JOHNSON 
RE/MAX Results 
651 492 1044 / 612 802 8261 
www.NoPlaceLikeHome.info 


Position: Income Tax Specialist 


ROR Tax Professionals Since: 2/10/2014 


Interesting Fact: | always wanted to be a gay 
man because | should've been born a queen. 


Passion: Learning 
Vice: Karaoke 
Color: Pink 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 425 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 1 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Professionals 
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The Edwin Mahle House Perfection on the Parkway! 


An award winning restoration of an 1886 | Fab master suite, hardwood floors, central air ДР УРЛ УТО УЛ AR С 
Italianate San Francisco style painted lady. | & boiler heat, dble garage, deck, fireplace! 
667 5th Street E 3346 Xerxes Ave. N., Minneapolis euge Complete Home бак 
$199,900 $259,900 No 
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]ЕВВҮ А. ВОВС 
ATTORNEY АТ LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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by Shane Lueck - Photos by doe Dickie, Genevation Photography: www.genevationphotography.com 


RUSTIC CHIC 


BRINGING A IOO- YEAR-OLD VENUE 
TO THE MODERN AGE 


Farms have seen an elevation in popularity as a wedding venue in recent — 
years. "Rustic chic" is making the rounds, and rightfully so! Take Everwood 
Farmstead, for example: 57 acres of farmable land, prairie grasslands, and 


forest; and nine buildings including the main barn, a calving barn, machine aa 
shed, tool shed, chicken coop, garage, the main house, and the original | 
farmhouse built 100 years ago. CONTINUED ON PAGE 44 => 
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& sample 
„monday nights 


Lunchtime Delivery китин 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


we DELIVER 


800 nicollet ave 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul e 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 


b lackbirdmpls.com 


m W 115 your wedding са 


s о MAKE IT FAMOUS! 


OPEN EVERYDAY It's your special day, choose Famous Dave's for the best 


at 11am with authentic, slow-smoked barbeque. Made from scratch and served 


hot - choose from St. Louis-Style Spareribs, Georgia Chopped Pork, 
New Happy Hours Texas Beef Brisket and much more. 
612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis Contact our catering consultants to discuss a variety of delicious 
options featuring meals tailored to your needs. 


TO REQUEST A QUOTE, VISIT US AT FAMOUSDAVES.COM/WEDDINGMN 
-OR- 
CALL HOWARD POLSKI AT 952.593.5050 


Imagine your wedding in a private 
room perfectly sized to your event 
with fabulous traditional or 
Spanish-influenced cuisine prepared 
with fresh, locally-sourced ingredients. 
Imagine dazzling skyline views, dance floor, 
private bars and personalized menus. 
From live music to dance instructors, 
let our event staff make planning your 
wedding simple. For information call 
us at 612-338-0062 or visit 
solera-restaurant.com. 


SOLERA 


У COCINA de ESPAÑA € 


900 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 * 612-338-0062 
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When ВШ Underwood and Chris Everett pulled into the driveway at 
Everwood, the place spoke to them immediately, although they weren't 
looking for a farm. “While seeking a place for a retreat, we were attracted 
to properties with land and space rather than water," Bill says. ^We didn't 
know if we were going to build something new or renovate something old." 

Тһе two purchased the property in October 2010 and began upgrading 
the space while still maintaining its 100-year-old charm. The addition of a 
gender-neutral outhouse in 2011 was quickly followed by a collaboration 
with the DNR to do a prairie restoration on 10 acres. Ever wood is also home 
to bees and 15 chickens with full-time caretakers residing on the property. 

Everwood hasn't been a working dairy farm since the 1980s and it 
seemed destined to follow the same path as other old, unused spaces 
with roofs beginning to compromise. The first winter after purchasing 
the place, Bill and Chris started by restoring the main house: the weath- 
er was a perfect opportunity to focus on the inside spaces. 

^We did, however, learn that one can put a new roof on a barn even when 
there's snow on the ground," Bill says. So they started early, securing it by 
putting on a new metal roof to guard from the weather. (A top priority!) That 
spring, the two men shifted their full attention to the barn and the grounds. 
Structurally, the barn was quite sound, having learned it was built with Cali- 
fornia redwood, which Bill says is probably why it's still in such good shape. 

“We then began to shovel out the result of 30 years of pigeon resi- 
dency along with general structural repair and the addition of sliding 
doors and windows on the west and east sides to maximize the views and 
breezes," he says. "The weekend after it was finished, we hosted a small 
wedding for one of our closest friends and we began to see the potential 
of this beautiful, church-like space." 

Initially, the men were simply motivated to restore the property, 
knowing it would be a beautiful space for something. After the first wed- 
ding, they were inspired to think big. “Guests were moved by the space 
and the land as much as we were," Bill says. "Dinner in the barn felt 
elegant. We were able to acquire a free grand piano our first year and 
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happily discovered the acoustics in the barn are incredible 

Since then, Everwood has hosted a handful of intimate celebrations, 
which Bill describes as having been moving and beautiful. The building and 
the property set a beautiful stage for the gatherings. After the second year, 
conversation turned to the concept of Bill and Chris' legacy as a couple and 
the early seeds of the Everwood Farmstead Foundation were planted. 

^While we are excited to rent the space for intimate events of 100 guests 
or less, our main focus is providing a space for artists to perform and/or 
work while building community," Bill says. Through the Everwood Farm- 
stead Foundation, professional artists have an opportunity to work, perform, 
imagine, and teach, all while communing with the natural surroundings. 

“We are excited to present a wide variety of disciplines from music to 
dance to storytelling. This provides a venue for a rural area that is hun- 
gry for artistic experiences, a diverse opportunity for artists, and builds 
a unique community in the audience." All tickets are donation-based, half 
the proceeds going to the artists, the other half going to local school 
programs. Since its inception, the Artist Series has contributed almost 
$6,000 to Wisconsin school programs. In the future, Bill and Chris hope 
to finish renovation on the original farmhouse by 2016 and start receiv- 
ing applications for artists-in-residence. 

Philanthropy aside, the Farmstead operates as a beautiful venue for vari- 
ous events, weddings included. Similar to most venues, Everwood comes 
with a preferred list of trusted and talented vendors familiar with the venue, 
including River Valley Catering, located in River Falls, Wisconsin. 

"They have done several events at the farm, including our own wed- 
ding, and they've always done an extraordinary job,” Bill says. "The food 
is consistently delicious and memorable. We even asked if we could grow 
and deliver all the carrots and potatoes for our wedding dinner and the 
chef happily obliged." 

If the surrounding nature isn't enough to love the space, Everwood 
has taken special care to light the interior of the barn in an artful way. 
Тһе central feature is а custom-made, two-tier, iron chandelier made of 
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Моуетһег 10-19 
3-5 bottles 15% OFF* “бе. 
6-11 bottles 20% OFF* EVENT CENTER 
12--bottles 25%0FF* 


November 28 & 29 
20% Off - 6-11 bottles of wine* 
30% Off - 12+ bottles of wine* 
15% Off - 3 or more 6 or 12 packs of beer* 
15% Off - 3 or more bottles of liquor* 


*Prices not valid on green tag/sale priced items, 
coupon items and/or with other promotions. 


Free Bag of Ice with Purchase 


Family owned & operated 
for over 28 years 


“шшш” NEW RULES. NEW VENUE. 
meas 1T WAS MEANT TO BE. 


OF occasion... 
PARTIES UP TO 1500 * LUXURIOUS DRESSING ROOMS 
AWARD WINNING CATERING 


, Dink Well 


о 
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LIT 


LOWRY ЕШ LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Lhiwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside wine+spirits 
1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 107 3RD AVE М. | DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS | 952.562.5620 
Long Lake, MN 55356 WWW.MUSEMN.COM 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 
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Everwood has hosted a handful of intimate 
celebrations, which Bill describes as having 
been moving and beautiful. 
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Бір іп, and do lunch differently. 


99 Make time for midday fondue, Under new ШЦ 
20 and enjoy our express 3 course menu Come check | 


that will have you in and out within your 


DEN re T Ladies Night Each Thursday, 
ууүууу. меп. ot.com. аппеаро 5 ecials. . " 
i imos with live male dancers! 


te Gentlemen more than welcome 


the 
qONDUE ЕРЕЕс;. Martini & Dance Bar 
«9; Halloween Night! 


Costume Contest at Imperial Room! 


` жо” 
Melting Dot. $100 Cash for First Place 


$50 dollars cash for second! 
a fondue restaurant Ei /imperialmpls 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED • (612) 338-9900 • 80 S. 9TH 
ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 * MELTINGPOT.COM 


PER PERSON 


More than LGBTQ Friendly. Located 1/2 Block from the Light Rail on 1st Avenue. Close to Target Center & Target Field 


417 1st Avenue North | Minneapolis | 612-376-7676 


ЖАҢА 


СЕНДЕ 


Wine & Spirits 


Shop our entire selection of Thou- 

sands of 7 

complete with product reviews апа 

info. Order for in-store pick-up or 
delivery at: 


3808 West 50th Street 
Minneapolis • 612-927-4464 


Same day Bicycle Delivery via 
Rock-it to Downtown 
starts at just 


Fall Wine Sale 
November 6th-22nd 


Louisianz 


O0/,-A00 : Hennepin Ave. & West 26th Grand Ave. & Fairview 
а Wines Minneapolis - 612-874-0481 Saint Paul - 651-698-2346 
12- -404 Selby & Dale Bielenberg & Tamarack 
1010 x: . sini чы sed ы nue Saint Paul - 651-221-9140 Woodbury - 651-209-8182 
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two antique wagon wheels (a gift Bill and Chris gave to each other for 
their own wedding). The height of the chandelier can be adjusted and 
the ceiling is lit with ambient light—all are on dimmers. The sides of the 
barn are hung with string lights, and couples even have the option of 
moveable can lights to illuminate a stage area. Finally, there are several 
homey lamps for buffet tables, the piano, and the bar. 

But wait—there's more! The exterior of the barn, the outhouse, and 
several of the outbuildings have their own lights. The grove of trees by 
the parking area is filled with string lights as well. There is also a move- 
able spotlight and tiki torches to illuminate the parking area on especial- 
ly dark nights, and even three moveable fire pits for light and warmth. 

Clearly, the barn has been thoughtfully and minimally decorated to 
highlight its natural features. The barn entrance has 25-foot tall burlap 
curtains to frame the opening and the chandelier. There are 200 vintage 
wooden chairs, numerous tables, and a piano to arrange as needed, leav- 
ing little room (and no need) for further embellishment at any event. 

Bill suggests four unique selling points to Everwood Farmstead for 
smaller gatherings (100 or less): it is rare to find a 100-year old structure in 
such beautiful condition; located in the Driftless area of Wisconsin means 
the farmstead is in the middle of beautiful rolling hills; trails all through the 
property allow guests to easily wander and enjoy the outdoors; and Ever- 
wood is only 70 miles from the Twin Cities in Glenwood City, Wisconsin. 

Because of these unique qualities, Bill and Chris chose Everwood as 
the venue for their own wedding. (Bill says, "It's the place we love most.") 
But why would a couple living (and working corporate jobs) in Minneapo- 
lis also run a venue in Wisconsin? During the week, their loft and jobs are 
located downtown and they walk and bike just about everywhere—home 
life takes very little time and effort. ^We have two very different life experi- 


ences in the city and the country," Bill says. "When we go to the country, 
we love working and wandering on the land. We often come home Sunday 
nights quite sore from the work but we are always renewed by the place. 
We love being with the bees and chickens on Sunday and in a corporate 
meeting on Monday. It provides great balance." 

And what of the men behind the venue? They met passing several 
times in the Minneapolis skyway. Bill eventually asked Chris to lunch 
and the rest is history, this year being their tenth anniversary together. 
"Even though we weren't allowed to legally get married, we made our 
own marriage," Bill says. “Privately, you build a life, a home, a family, 
recognized by others or not." 

Bill proposed Labor Day weekend of 2013 at their favorite overlook 
at the farm. They had invited some of their closest friends and family 
for dinner that evening. What Chris didn't know (but the guests did) 
was that it was an engagement party dinner. Bill arranged so that each 
couple, who played a significant role in their journey as a couple, were 
stationed at some point on Everwood's trails and each read a letter Chris 
had written to Bill over the years as the two walked and found them on 
the trails. It was very meaningful. After Chris said an enthusiastic "Yes!" 
they joined everyone back at the barn for a big dinner. 

^We had over 200 people at our event and we had a wonderful time, 
Bill says. “We did notice how hard the tent and traffic was on the prop- 
erty. That's why we're limiting guests to 100 in the barn for rentals. We 
want to preserve the beauty of the property, which is part of what makes 
it so special." 


» 


Find out more about Everwood Farmstead at www.everwoodfarmstead.com. WM 


Make this holiday a 
success with our great 
selection of spirits! 

Need some fresh cocktail 
ideas? We're here to help! 


LIQUORS 


FINE WINE & SPIRITS 


Ask us about our brand new tasting room! . 


Located i in the East Nokomis Neighborhood. at 
5010 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis. Dogs 


612-721-6686 - 
medonaldsliquorandwine.com 
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The ridus Room at The Happy Gnome 


"у һе perfect place for your occasion 


e 498 Selby Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 


651.233.3340 (events) 
651.287.2018 (restaurant) 
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TIALIAN 4 RESLRANT 


тое; 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


Happy Hour * Half-Price Wine * Pasta Bar Lunch 
Catering * Carryout * Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 3 J 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm ` дад 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour | š" а 8) RISTORANTE мож 
on Monday & Tuesdays! ` | 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events у 5. i Š B 
b L. Q © Sun-Mon llam-2pm Тиез-5аї Пат-10рт 


4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-3700 
www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 


Gesa to tho Xea ner gy enter & Tho (Ord утау А ww burgermoes\com 
DASS SEC а вашим 65102 | 651.222:3100 


Beautifully Simple. 
Elegantly Celebrated. 


#27 


COMMONWEALTH PROPERTIES & HOSPITALITY 


KTR uiy s 
NOP + 
ME FI EX" 
5257 STOUT'S ISLAND 
гє 


VNivERSITY clyB 
SAINT PAVL 


651.222.1751 651.222.1751 651.224.0525 715.354.3646 


“ photo by Noah Wolf 
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һу Shane Lueck - Photos courtesy of Anne Spovtun 


RING 


THE WEDDING BELL. 


Everyone has a childhood memory of playing dress-up; shades and sun catchers, I made earrings!” 
either trying on Dad’s ties, which end up hanging down Now an established designer selling her collections at 
to the floor, or putting on Mom’s lipstick and much- stores like Max’s in St. Louis Park, Anne knows her way 
too-large heels. For Anne Sportun, the memory is a around a wedding ring. Although she loves to work with 
fascination with her grandmother’s costume jewelry, 18K yellow gold (“It’s like working with butter!”), she ad- 
which she kept in elaborate cookie tins. “The jewelry vises couples to not follow trends. She says, “I think jew- 
would often get tangled and I would spend hours un- elry is so personal. More important than any trend, it’s 
tangling it for her,” Anne says. about finding a style and design, or even an artist with 

A career in jewelry design was on the horizon, which you connect, to represent your union and love.” 
as Anne sold her first collection of glass earrings to Same-sex couples don’t even have to have the 
stores when she was 16. She shares, “As a teenager I same ring, or even match at all. Once again, Anne sug- 
taught myself stained glass and along with making lamp- gests going with what you love. In fact, Anne’s clients 
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will often not have rings that match in design. However, the rings 
look related as they may have the same texture or finish, since ev- 
erything Anne makes is by hand. And, should a couple choose the 
same metal, the unique metal alloy used will connect the rings to 
each other. 

Depending on the purpose of a piece of jewelry, Anne says she typi- 
cally uses different design elements, although right-hand rings can vary 
from a classic solitaire to a large rose-cut colored center stone. “А beau- 
tiful rose-cut sapphire center stone surrounded by pave diamonds can 
similarly be worn as an engagement ring!” she says. “Colored gems for 
fashion rings work well especially when they contain a softer stone than 
sapphire and are not worn every day. Absolutely diamonds for wedding 
bands as diamond is the hardest stone there is, and there really is never 


a day we are without our wedding band." 

Тһе greatest advice Anne gives to couples looking for wedding bands is 
to take your time. Looking and revisiting pieces works best for some peo- 
ple as it allows them time to have the design percolate in their thoughts. 
“Often people will have a list of their top three, and more often than not 
will return to the very first ring they liked,” she says. “But they need and 
deserve to take the time and experience the process of purchasing a ring 
to symbolize such a significant and wonderful life event." B 


Take a look at Anne's collection at www.annesportun.com, or her jewelry is 
available at Max's: 

www.stylebymax.com 

3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 


BELLEZZA. 


winery & vineyards 


CEREMONIES IN THE VINES · 


Great River Road / State Highway 


"One of the 
Best Venues in 


the Midwest" 


~ Bride's Magazine 


EDDINGS 


35 / 1420 Third Street, Pepin, WI 54759 
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1. 14K Rose Gold and White Gold 
Oak Leaf Band 

This ring demonstrates the elegance 
and beauty of the art of lost-wax 
carving as practiced at Charlemagne. 
The highly textured rose gold center 
design creates a sense of dimension in 
the band, and the high polished white 
gold edges serve to frame the design. 
$3,200.00 

Charlemagne Fine Jewelry 
www.charlemagnefinejewelry.com 


2. 14K Yellow Gold and Palladium 
Two-Ring Set 

A 14K yellow gold one-of-a-kind, hand- 
carved ring with diamonds and ruby, 
and, a one-of-a-kind, hand-carved 
palladium ring. Original, hand-crafted, 
unique and personal art objects to 
celebrate your union. 

$3,570.00 ($1,700 yellow gold and 
$1,870 palladium) 

Uniquely Yours Custom 

Designed Jewelry 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 


3. TF Est. 1968 - Tourbillon Cufflinks 
Handcrafted Swiss-made TF Est. 

1968 cufflinks with diamonds (CT- 
SS01D7) are inspired by the world of 
watchmaking. Individually numbered 
and polished stainless steel 20 mm case 
set with 72 diamonds. A truly one-of-a- 
kind gift to remember for that special 
day. Additional styles and metals from 
$485 - $18,500. 

$1,950.00 

TimeScape 

www.timescapeusa.com 


4. 18K White Gold Diamond 

Wedding Band 

Stunning round diamonds adorn the 
center of this 18K white gold 7.5MM 
wedding band while brushed and high 
polish finishing accents the beveled 
and notched exterior. The 1/6 carat 
total weight of diamonds offer a perfect 
splash of character. (PRMBD0794) 
$3,785.00 

Wedding Day Diamonds 
www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


5. King Baby Bracelet 

The perfect gift for the wedding party... 
or just for him, onyx bead bracelet with 
sterling silver handcuffs by King Baby. 
$390.00 

JB Hudson 

www.jbhudson.com 


6. Mercy Cards 

Mercy Cards are the perfect gift for any 
couple! They help say what is hard 

to say or sometimes what shouldn't 
always be said out loud. A gift they will 
need much more than a dish set. 
$15.00 

Pharmacie 

www.pharmaciempls.com 
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HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


к” M E XP Rm 2 


/EDOBEER. 
VE DOBE E] 


"а e 


Your big day is here! Allow us to sh ire the best with your guests. 
651-690-0075 ° justtruff S.COM 


E Ген == 
2716 EASIRG8TH STREET. MINNEAPOLIS М “a 
М" NORTHBOUNDBREWPUB.COM ` —<— 


RESTAURANT BARRE 


"Miss 


Eat, Drink, and 
Be Married 


It’s your moment to 
shine and Mason's 
is here to help. 
Ж УУУУ IIVI, 


Offering spectacular spaces 
in a 
comfortable, Ph Pt 
friendly, 
historic 
neighborhood 
restaurant. 


6th & Hennepin @ 

The Cowles Center 
masonsmn.com 
612.516.3344 


ARIA 


www.ariampls.com 
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KRIS & DARCIE 
BAUMANN 


Wedding Date: November 16, 2013 

Dating Since: 2011 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatres 
j Photographer: Lexi Renae Art, Photography & Designs 
Officiant: Kjersti Moline of Grand Avenue 
Wedding Officiants 
Florist: Your Enchanted Florist, St. Paul 
Cake: Buttercream Cakes & Desserts 
Invitations: Vista Print 
DJ & Photobooth: WedPhoria 


270: T 


CU Баел | 


aa 
5 | 2 STATIONI LAS 
f 


p 
4 
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T 
I | 
: | \ 1300 Quincy Street NE | Minneapolis, MN | 612 294 9554 | letterpresslove.com 


LETTERPRESS 
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] KATHLEEN & KRISSY 

BRADBURY 


Wedding Date: August 22, 2014 
Dating Since: August 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 612 Brew 
Photographer: a.m.photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Elizabeth Murphy 
Florist: Lea Wilcox 
Catering: Brasa 
Cake: Sweet Retreat Cupcake Boutique 


š СА? 7 
SN = К í- > 
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= — Јел 
е 7 EK 
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at Next Chapter Winery. | ata T 


EST. 2011 


NE TER Pricing and information can be 
== ж с found on our website at 


www.nextchapterwinery.com 
x — x Open hours for complimentary wine 
— New Prague, MN – tastings are Thursday — Sunday, 1-7 P.M. 


Campus Club! 


campusclubumn.org/ 
wedding-special-events 


ccevents@umn.edu 612-625-1967 
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DARRYL CARR & 
JOHN SCHULTZ 


Wedding Date: June 20, 2014 
Dating Since: March 2002 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Lakeville 
Holiday Inn and Suites 
Photographer: Angela Aird Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Lula James from Florence, SC 
Florist: DIY by the Wedding Party 
Cake: Patty's Bakery, New Prague 


HISTORIC 


Concord Exchange 


BEST WISHES FLORAL Host your next event at the 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. Hist 
GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
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‘TRADITIONAL Мом- TRADITIONAL 


amazing bridal preparation room | breathtaking 
unforgettable receptions | relaxi | 


sal MA 
NN 


“Хә 


Атуғаув EXCEPTIONAL 


monies | stylish cocktail hours 
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Wedding Date: September 20, 2014 
Dating Since: 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Rochester, MN 
Photographer: Sarah Blesener Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Christina Welke 
Florist: Christina Welke 
Cake: Dawn Hodapp at Top Tier Designs 

Invitations: Pear Tree Greetings 


Seating from 10-350 people e IKOLU 


ELEGANCE EXCELLENCE BREATHTAKING ( д | 
Wedding Receptions, Rehearsal Dinners, and Banquets | 


ROOM 
3 651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Custom = д ), 
Bouquets 
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Town & Country Club Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
<%, es Vs 2, “Ғғ, 


Private Club open to Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


non-member events А 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


ОТА 4 Convenient Midway Location 
‘Therapy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


DON'T MISS THIS CLASSIC! 
Playing through February 21! 


“A winning cast and 


eye-popping costumes 
Town & Country Club 


Nell 
and choreography!” 
- St. Paul Pioneer Press 
e 
300 Mississippi River Boulevard North p 


Saint Paul, MN 55104 501 у KÉ eth ot | Lhanhassen, N | ChanhassenDT.com 


651.646.7121 | www.tcc-club.com Box Office: 952-934-1525 | Events: 952-934-1524 


PAN 


T2 D YBARS 
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NELL & KELSEY 
(HJELMELAND) GELHAUS 


Wedding Date: May 10, 2014 
Dating Since: September 2011 


Location of Ceremony & Reception: James J. Hill Reference Library, St. Paul, MN 


Photographer: Samantha Fronek Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Kelsey 
Officiant: Nell's Aunt 
Florist: Kelsey 
Cake: Build Your Own DO Sundae Bar Courtesy of 
Dustin Hjelmeland/Dawson Dairy Oueen 
Invitations: Nell & Kelsey 
Music: Nell's Mom (piano) and Kelsey's Mom (singer) 


"French flair and 
Bohemian attitude" 


Weddings/Parties/Events 


every Tuesday at 


The Loring Pasta Bar 


in Dinkytown 


cafeaccordion.com 
651-488-1174 
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It's your Special day. 
? Let us be there with you! 


We make looking 
good easy. 


milbern 


SINCE 1946 


1685 University Ave. * St. Paul, MN 55104 


sales@milbern.com * (651) 645-2922 
www.milbern.com 


Picture your wedding іп the Lyndale Park Rose Garden, overlooking Minnehaha 
Falls, atop Wedding Hill in Theodore Wirth Park, or at the foot of the Stone Arch 
Bridge in Father Hennepin Bluffs Park. These sites and more are available to make 
your outdoor wedding truly unique and memorable. Reception Sites available at 


Loring Park, Cowles Conservatory, Theodore Wirth Chalet or Picnic Pavilion and 


Ф 
ee Minneapolis 
Ф% её Park & Recreation Board 


the Columbia Manor. 


minneapolisparks.org 612-230-6427 ekosmoski@minneapolisparks.org Е [Э 


— DON'T FORGET THE — 
HONEYMOON SUPPLIES! 


1900 LaSalle 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-2702 
thevandusenmansion.com 


MANSION 


FOR YOUR WEDDING, 
WE'RE YOUR 


TOP IT WITH A PERFECT RADISSON RECEPTION 


Your dream wedding & reception await you in our stunning ballroom 


Incredible Friday, Saturday or Sunday wedding & reception packages 
Dedicated staff to provide superb cocktail & dining services 

Our event space accommodates 400 guests 

Outdoor Courtyard is a perfect spot for intimate ceremonies 


Radisson Hotel Roseville 


, 
2540 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Roseville, MN 55113 ados к 
651-636-4567 
1-800-333-3333 
www.radisson.com/rosevillemn 


RADISSON HOTEL ROSEVILLE 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 61 


a { REAL WEDDINGS 


г” ГІ 
| аи! e le 


JOANNA (JOJO) & BOBBI 
JO GRUNDHOEFER 


Wedding Date: October 4, 2013 
Dating Since: 2009 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Family Farm in 
Rural Dennison, MN 
Photographer: Sweet Shibui Photography 
Attire: White by Vera Wang 
Catering: Jeff Svenddal 
Cake: Kari Hermanson 
Music: JoJo's Brother and Stepdad 


NEWS 


Your Complete Weddinew Follow us 
Destination on the Shores | @biggaynews 
of the St.Croix River E ж 


WATERSTREETINN.US 651-439-6000 101 UTER STREET S, STILLWATER, ММ 
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A Getaway wedding experience, 
just 45 minutes from the Twin Cities! 


Offering a private yet beautiful venue. 
+ Mississippi Meadow 
+ Eagle Trace Clubhouse 
+ Poolside 


Eagle Trace Golf and Event Center is located in central 


2. 


Т AGIE TRACE 


GOLF & 


1100 Main Street - Clearwater, MN 55320 - www.eagletracegolf.com 
Contact 320-558-4653 ext. 112 for your personal tour and consultation. 


The Best Wedding Even 


Are On Lake Minnetonka & Mississippi River! 


LINT NT 
rrr тш 


° Engagement Parties Rehearsal Dinners ° Weddings 
e Receptions «Wedding Parties and More! 


Paradise Charter Cruises [75 u. 
LAKE MINNETONKA » MISSISSIPPI RIVER SS 
d АС) 


952.474 


www.TwinCitiesCruises.com 


ЕЛІ MINNESOTA 
EXTERIORS INC 


M 
КЕШЕЛІ, 


~N Experts J 


Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 


Visit our showroom at 
8600 Jefferson Highway in Osseo 


763.493.5500 
www.MinnesotaExteriors.com 
MN LIC ВС002877 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before & 


Di 
ae tg 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #8C378021 
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VANESSA HELMER & . 
ALEX SWEIGERT 


Wedding Date: June 7, 2014 
Dating Since: 2008 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Riverwood Inn, 
Otsego, MN 
Photographer: Kuba Kraskiewicz, Photographer, 
Cinematographer, Editor 
Florist: Vanessa's Mom 
Cake: Cupcakes by Friend, Alyson Bohy 
Invitations: DIY by Vanessa with Michael's Invitations 


A 


Capturing Love and Community 


Ө StudioSame 


651.247.0681 Pat@StudioSame.com StudioSame.com 


2014 


GLBT Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide 


LavenderYellowPages.com 
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Twin Cities Premier i Caterer 


The Deco Catering is well 
known for its world cuisine and 
its abi ity to make serving food 


а unique, artistic experience. 


Our success is based on 
uncompromising qua lity, superior 
service, attention to detail 
and a distinctive creative flair. 


Visit our website at 
www.decocatering.com, 
browse our Photo Gallery and 
read our Customer Comments. 


To setup a tasting today, 
call 612.623.4477 


Make your day perfect! 
Enjoy the rich flavor and 
artistic flair of 
The Deco Catering. 
Clients List includes a former 


President, his holiness the 
Dalai Lama and the King of Norway! 


612.623.4477 www.DecoCatering.com info@DecoCatering.com 
Like us on Facebook.com/theDecoCatering 


Make your wedding 
“Тһе Main Event’ 


Book the Historic Elkader Opera House 
r your destination wedding. 


HISTORIC ELKADER OPERA HOUSE 
207 М. Main • Elkader ІА 52043 
www.elkaderoperahouse.com 

Email: operahouse@alpinecom.net 
Local accommodations at 
www.elkaderlodging.com 
Costume rental available. 


Scenic northeast lowa - easy drive from the Twin Cities. 


Tom Wahlrobe 


952-926-6927 
www.metroretromusic.com 


Jazz, Swing, and Blues for 
all your special events 


akara 


METRO RETRO 


шым 


Patrick | Prochaska DDS Nancy | Hamilton DDS 


Esthetic & Implant Dentistry 
Invisalign Preferred Providers 
! » 


Digital Impressioning “No more goop! 
Zoom! Whitening 


Uptown 
Smile 


3100 W Lake Street, Suite 305 • Minneapolis, MN 55416 
Free Off-Street Parking * 612-822-1484 
www.uptownsmiledental.com 


Elizabeth Bell 


952-926-6679 
www.belcantofour.com 


Artistic excellence 


CARA 
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JENNIFER & SHANNON 
LONGNION 


Wedding Date: April 24, 2014 (official), April 26, 2014 

| (celebration) 
Dating Since: July 1998 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Salt Caves, 
Skyrock Farm, Medina, MN 
Photographer: Angela Aird Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Jennifer & Shannon 
Florist: Family 
Invitations: Evite 


FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 


RANDALL 9. JOHNSON 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
651-646-3755 e WWW.RSJLAW.COM 


Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 
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JOEL HOEKSTRA 6 
ERIC JENSEN 


Wedding Date: September 27, 2014 
Dating Since: April 1996 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: FIVE Event 
Center, Minneapolis 

Photographer: Sean O'Brien 

Wedding Coordinator: Eric Jensen 
Florist: Larry Pfarr, Leap Retail 

Catering & Cake: The Deco Catering 
Invitations: Celebrations.com 


| | | 14645 Excelsior Blvd 
Minnesotaly premier GLBT friendly, — Minnetonka, MN 55345 


GLBT operated upscale vapor lounge | 952.931.9900 


Visit our Facebook page www.ecigpod.com 
а Medea Ead Starter Kits — Premium E-Liquids — Advanced Devices — and so much more! 
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NICK & JAMES KUNZ 


ғ” 


Wedding Date: Мау 4, 2014 
Dating Since: September 2009 

Location of Ceremony: All God's Children 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Location of Reception: Semple Mansion 

Photographer: Tom Sandelands 

Wedding Coordinator: Katherine Hendrickson, 
Semple Mansion 
Florist: Leo Tassinari 
Cake: Angel Food Bakery 
Invitations: Jessica Cambeiro from idesignSTUFFx 
on Etsy.com 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


Galleria ° 69th & France ° Edina М 
952-926-2455 • www.sjewelers.com 
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CHARLEmaene 


FINE JEWELRY 


1262 Grand Avenue 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

(651) 699-1431 
www.charlemagnefinejewelry.com 


NAVIYOS 


THAI BRASSERIE 


2812 W 43rd ST. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
612-276-5061 OR 612-922-9101 


WWW.NAVIYAS.COM 


The Evolution of Weddings 


Prom Catering 


For over 70 years, Prom Catering has provided stunning and memorable 
wedding fare for celebrations throughout the Twin Cities. 
Let us help you create an event that truly reflects your personal style. 


Contact us now to start planning. 


Columbia Golf Manor | Como Golf Course | Cowles Conservatory 
Loring Park | Phalen Golf Course | Prom Event Center 
Tartan Park | Theodore Wirth Clubhouse | Union at St. Anthony 


651.501.8191 | promcatering.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 69 


о | REAL WEDDINGS | 
Шла | | 


Неге Come Our Nanas! g 


cs 55, 
CONNIE NYMAN & 
JOANN USHER 


Wedding Date: July 18, 2014 
Dating Since: October 1991 
Location of Ceremony: United Theological Seminary, 
Bigelow Chapel, New Brighton, MN 
Location of Reception: Radisson Hotel, Roseville, MN 
Photographer: Krissy McCabe Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Connie & Joann 
Florist: Lexington Floral 
Cake: Buttercream Cakes & Desserts 
Invitations: Handmade by Enchanted Papers (which 
is our daughter's business) 


* Wedding 
Ceremonies 


* Receptions 2 
* Banquets 
* Anniversaries 
e Honeymoons 
All at a fabulous setting on Bee-utiful Lake Koronis! ~ 


420 (es, Bug-Bee Hive Ala Cas Catering 


Thi ic the pl from elegant to traditional food... 
5 15 t Resort e Lodge e Retreat Center 952-888-5652 
29659 Queen Bee Lane, Paynesville, Minnesota » 320-243-4448 

www.bugbeehiveresort.com e E-mail: meet@bugbeehiveresort.com www.alacartemn.com 


701 LAVENDER | OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 12, 2014 


€ 
RONN 


licleric 
VARGAS 


LINDSAY RONNING & 
== VICTORIA VARGAS 


Wedding Date: August 30, 2014 
Dating Since: 2010 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Maple Grove, MN 
Photographer: Nylonsaddle Photography 
Wedding Coordinator: Lindsay & Victoria 
Florist: Donato's Floral 
Catering and Desserts: Peg's Countryside Catering 
Invitations: Emily Ronning 


WHEN YOU'RE READY... 


WE'RE YOUR DESTINATION FOR DESIGNER, ANTIQUE & CUSTOM 
WEDDING BANDS & DIAMOND WEDDING ТЕМА у 


V М 612)817- 493 
COM - 


te 
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JESSICA SHOLD & 
CANDACE WATSON 


Wedding Date: August 9, 2014 
Dating Since: April 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Rick Eberts’ Farm 
in Meadowlands, MN 
Photographer: Susan Shold 
Wedding Coordinator: Jessica & Candace 
Florist: Grown by Jessica & Candace 
Attire: Jodi Fiske 
Cake: Candace's Cousin, Mary Martinson 
Invitations: Jessica & Candace 
Music: Guitar and Singing by Friend, George Smith 


GERMANIC 
AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE 


Old World Charm paired 
with Summit Avenue 


Flegance | ышы ау, Like us on ё 
facebook. 
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PAUL THALIN & 
DUSTIN BERRY 


Wedding Date: June 21, 2014 
Dating Since: November 2001 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Metropolitan Ballroom 
Photographer: Kelly Wilson 
Wedding Coordinator: Dustin 
Florist: Gail's Shear Magic Mobile Unit 
Hair: Gail's Shear Magic Mobile Unit 
Cake: D'Amico and Sons 
Invitations: Wedding Paper Divas 
Programs: Dustin's Sister 
Music: Kris Simonson Event Pianist 
DJ: Jason Heinrichs aka Anomaly 
Linens: Omega Event Services 


iP 
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justin jones | brandon mccray 


A Quarterly Style Column 
for Lavender Magazine. 


Twitter = @lav_fash 


Instagram = @lavfashofficial 
Facebook = 


Lav.fash Official 
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се TREVOR THOMAS & 
RUSS MICHAEL 


Wedding Date: July 5, 2014 
Dating Since: Summer 2010 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Loews Minneapolis 
Photographer: DM Photographs, LLC. 
Wedding Coordinator: By Couple with Sarah McKee, 
Loews Minneapolis 
Officiant: Rabbi Marcia A. Zimmerman 
Florist: Wisteria Design Studio 
Attire: Heimie's Haberdashery (Grooms), Men's 
Wearhouse (Groomsmen, Father), David's Bridal 
Hair: Megan Coppock 
Cake: Buttercream Cakes & Desserts 
Invitations: A Milestone Paper Co. 
DJ: Instant Request 
Photo Booth: Mobile Photo Booth 


2 же 
fi а >t = Videographer: Courtney Charles Photography 


Unique engagement and wedding rings, and more! 
Over 20 years creating beautiful jewelry with passion. 
Over 100 five star reviews and 100% guarantee. 


READ OUR REVIEWS! 
We serve every couple with joy! 
You're next... 


OPA igue ly Yours: | 


4305 Upton Avenue South • Minneapolis, MN 55410 • 612-746-0508 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
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ASHLEY & GINELLE 
(NEWSTROM) WHITING 


Wedding Date: August 2, 2014 
Dating Since: February 2009 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Locke Park, Fridley, MN 
Photographer: Angela Aird Photography 
Florist: Jane From (Ginelle's mother) 
Cake: Target 
Invitations: Ashley & Ginelle 


1963 LY LE 


MINNEAPOLIS 


2021 Hennepin Ave South, Minneapolis ° 612-870-8183 * www.lylesliquor.com 


Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 
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ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 150 POOL TABLES е PINBALL 
- DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPE MON.-FRI. 3 РМ-2 AM 9 SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., November 16 * 4 PM 


Your Во 


ANDREW 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
f 1) "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis * (612) 871-5553 * www.19bar.itgo.com 


D. AND TENT RENTAL 


Deliv - Delivering Style to Your Space - yle to 


Tenting | Tables | Chairs | Lounge | Tabletop | Décor 


apresparty.com e Edina Showroom e 952.942.3399 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I 
TELL YOU ABOUT)... 
BY BARRY LEAVITT 


LEATHER FAMILIES FEUDING 
November 8 е Noon-5pm 
eagleBOLTbar % 

515 Washington Ave. S., Mpls 
Eight (8) Minnesota leather "families" 
(clubs, groups, clusters of 5 individu- 
als) face off Family Feud-style to raise 
money for a charity of their choice. Will 
your family step up and be one of them? 
Registration proceeds will be pooled and 
go to the top winning families! chosen 
charities! Let's Play The Feud! Search 
“Leather Families Feuding (for char- 
ity)" on Facebook or email familyfeud 
mnleatherpride.org for more info. 


ERIC HIMAN LIVE 

November 8 * 9-11pm 

Mattie's on Main * 43 Main St. SE, Mpls 
Award-winning nationally touring artist and 
hot stud, Eric Himan, has recently toured 
with Leon Russell and Ani DiFranco. Now, 
the songwriter/acoustic guitarist to a brand 
new place: the piano bench at Mattie's on 
Main. This soulful/folk/rock artist, based in 
the Tulsa area, is a triple threat: award-win- 
ning songwriter, nationally touring singer on 
guitar/piano, & host of the online cooking 
show, Trial and Eric. $5 cover. Visit www. 
mattiesonmain.com for more info. 


DRAG QUEEN GAME NIGHT 
November 13 * Doors: 6:30pm 
Show: 7:30pm 

The Saloon * 830 Hennepin Ave., Mpls 
8 lucky contestants + a team of drag 
queens - a series of games - great prizes 
and lots of laughs. Who will win? Who will 
lose? Who will pop their tuck? Tickets are 
limited. Search “Drag Queen Game Night" 
on Facebook for ticket info. 


AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 
MINUTES 

November 16 ° 2-3:30pm 

University Baptist Church • 1219 
University Ave. SE, Minneapolis 

Come join the Minnesota Freedom Band 
as they take you on a musical journey 
around the world in 80 minutes! The con- 
cert features music from countries across 
the globe, including the world premiere 

of "The Land of the Morning Calm," a 
piece composed specially for the band that 
includes 3,000-year-old Korean music writ- 
ten by Artistic Director, Eric Dollerschell- 
Petry. This kickoff to the 2014-2015 season 
is a concert you don't want to miss! Visit 
www.mnfreedomband.org for more info. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community 
coffee shop. Wonderful food & coffee 
created by a staff that cares! Meeting 
Space with a gender neutral restroom. 
3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. (612) 724- 
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HOME FURNISHINGS 


COTTAGE HOUSE » Ап Occasional 
Market • Next sale: HOME TRADITIONS 
- NOV. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.- 
Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm e 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


PET BOARDING 


Looking for ANIMAL LOVERS to care for 
pets in your home while owners travel. 
Individual placement of pet to your 
home & lifestyle. Fulfill your pet need. 
Check us out PetsArelnn.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


What is our blessing can feel like our 
curse. It is possible to learn to live 
effectively and feel good. Emotional, 
psychological, sexual, and spiritual 
health. Shannon Garrity. www. 
taproottherapy.com 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Athletic Conditioning, Rehab, & 
Relaxation Make health your priority. 
Formally educated & nationally 


certified male massage therapist in 
SE Mpls. STUDENT DISCOUNTS! www. 
tonyschwartzbodywork.com 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (4 (612) 306-6323. 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - (612) 875- 
6677. Therapeutic Massage, www. 
stephenparishmassage.com. $50 for 60 
min. or $75 for 90 min. Now accepting 
Visa and MasterCard. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Eagle Trace Golf & Event Center offers 
couples three spectacular wedding 
venues! Our wedding venues include 
our perfect hidden gem, Mississippi 
Meadows, Charming and Classic 
Reception Hall and Beachy Pool Side 
Celebration area! www.eagletracegolf. 
com, (320) 558-4653. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


(HAGEN S 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 = 


NOVUS =s; 
Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Á 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


Т, 


w 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


GUN SHOPS 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Angie list. 
construction inc. 


It's that easy < d AY ! 


WE SPECIALIZE ІМ i] 
Roofing ~ Windows ium 


Siding Insulation i 


Solar 
C CALL US 
612-333-SNAP (7627) 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


Advertise your business in 


А) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


EE EF 


ARCHITECTU 
residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


‘PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


“We treat our 

customers like 
LIGHT'N UPI royalty.” 
== LIGHTING — 


INSURANCE 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 


You DISCOVER OPTIONS WITH 
A FREE QUOTE 


LIFE e HOME e AUTO e BUSINESS ¥ 


612-237-8371 


BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
BJORNWENDORFF.COM 


|СВЕМЕУ 


ISURANCE SERVICES 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE WEDDING RESOURCES 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency аты” ai 
Fe 952-853-9077 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com 


INSURANCE www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 


2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 
deshannon46@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 


GLBTQ Community 
Mental Health since 1971 


Katie Harrold, MA, LMFT 
Changing Pathways Therapy, LLC 
3137 Hennepin Ave. S. #102 
changingpathways.net 
Minneapolis 


612-203-2820 


Life Transitions/ 
Gender/Relational Issues 
Counseling for 
Individuals, Youth, 
Families & Couples 


Chad Allen, MA, LPC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual Psychotherapy & 
Couples Counseling 
612-314-5520 


chadallenpsychotherapy.com 
Located in Uptown 


REAL ESTATE 


Edina Realty. 


BRINGING YOU THE , 
BEST IN LIVING — 


TIM SALYERS 


(952) 250-3669 
TimSalyers@EdinaRealty.com 
www. TimSalyers.EdinaRealty.com 


BANKER С 
BURNET 


Making Dreams Come Home?" 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


(lher: 


7 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


À = 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


COMMUNITY Starts At Home Ж 


Scott Belcher = га) | 


612-805-8880 Ve 
scottbelcher.com 


^ Tom Downin 
, REALTOR® 
Find a better way home. 


612-244-1104 
TomDowning@edinarealty.com 


ThomasDowning.com 


Edina Realty. 


REMODELING 


Available on the 
Ü App Store 


612-715-5457" 
5000 PEOPLE. 


à HONEST PRICES. 
DEAN BUILDERS QUALITY CRAFTS. 


DEANBUILDE 


Need WINDOWS? 


те ч у: м ром 5 


NO SALESPERSON • МО PRESSURE 
NO DEPOSIT • NO GIMMICKS • LIFETIME WARRANTY 


relax. window quotes in 5 minutes 


steve@zenwindows.com zenwindowstwincities.com (763) 350-6647 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 
Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your СІВТОА chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for GLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


JUSTICE, EQUALITY & CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

The Minneapolis Foundation 
Support what you love where you 
live with a legacy fund for justice & 
equality. 
www.minneapolisfoundation.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 


1501 S. Ath St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 
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Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, performance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice Mixed Chorus 
Minnesota's LGBTA Chorus. 
Building community and creating 
social change by lifting our voices 
in song. 

732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
gender non-conforming folks. 
5115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

А covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 

Stillwater MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places & rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


7005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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fae VAL ZELLMER & 
REV. AMY DELONG 


Wedding Date: August 2, 2014 
Dating Since: 20 Years! 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Scenic St. Croix 
Riverway aboard the Afton Cruise Line 
Photographer: Custom Creations Photography 
Florist: Val & Amy 
Cake: Val & Amy 
Invitations: Val & Amy 
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EXPERIENCED ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as an Advertising Account Executive for Lavender Media. 


Great Commission! Fun working environment! 


Send your cover letter and resume to: barry@lavendermagazine.com 
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